This Week 


The Apple Cart- 
Plymouth 10718. Adams 
& Neebe present Shaw 
comedy with Maurice 
Evans, Signe Hasso, dir- 
ected by George Schaefer. 


Johnny Johnson- 
Carnegie Hall Playhouse 
10/21. Revival of Paul 
Green-Kurt Weill music- 
al, directed by Stella Ad- 
ler. 


The Sea Gull-4th St 
David Ross presents re- 
vival of Chekhov play 
with Betty Field, Jacob 
Ben Ami, Sheppard Strud 
wick, Directed by Ross. 


Old Vic-Richard II 
-Winter Garden 10723. ee 
Romeo & Juliet 10/24. 
With Claire Bloom, John 
Neville. 


Next Week 


Separate Tables-Music 
Box- 0725. Producers 
Theatre present Terence 
Rattigan plays with Eric 
Portman, Margaret Leigh- 
ton, 


Macbeth- Winter Garden 


10/29. Old Vic 3rd pro- 


gram. 
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Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Too Late the Phalarope-Belasco- 10/11. One out- 
right pro from Kerr, Herald Tribune, and six mild cons 
filed against Robert Yale Libott's adaption of Alan Paton's 
novel of South Africa. Times, Post, Journal American all 
found final act exciting but feared first two acts was too 
diffuse and titeral. In its sole pro notice Herald Tribune 
aisle-sitter thought that every word, gesture was treated 
with quiet, confident, superb honesty. Director John Stix 
and star Barry Sullivan shared credits. Atkinson, Times, 
thought play was rambling and overproduced, except for 
its final segment. Watts, Post, vetoed it because it just 
missed as a really fine tragedy. McClain, Journal Amer- 
ican, noted that the engrossing moments came too late. 
Agreeing that many elements were admirable and a few 
distinguished, Chapman, News, admitted that play failed 
to maintain command of his emotions. Coleman, Mirror 
thought novel more moving. Mary K. Frank is the producer. 


The Reluctant Debutante-Miller 10/10. 6 mild pros 
and one mild con from Donnelly, World Telegram & Sun, 
make up score-card of English comedy by William Doug- 
las Hume presented by Gilbert Miller. Wilfrid Hyde 
White and Adrianne Allen were praised by all as expert 
English drawing room style comics, Atkinson, Times, sums 
up feeling of his pro colleagues by noting that Having not- 
hing to say, author Hume has said it very amusingly and 
his actors speak it very amusingly. Though some found it 
equally as entertaining as it was in England, World-Tele- 
gram & Sun critic comments that the lines that can't be 
thrown away crush the evening under the sheer funereal 
weight of numbers. 


Sixth Finger In a Five Finger Glove-Longacre 10/8. 
7 cons and 2 performances complete record of Scott Mic- 
hel comedy presented by Caplin & Fingar with Jimmy Ko- 
mack. All thumbs agreed the critics as far as play went. 
Play opened on Monday and closed on Tuesday, the shortest 
run of season, Cast was excused and unmentioned in most 
of the short pan notices. 
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NYC Dept of License revoked the 
theatre ticket agency license of Sylvia 
Siegler, the first such case in several 
years, The license was revoked be- 
cause she dealt in theatre tickets in 
August while under a six month sus- 
pension and while in process of defend- 
ing herself against earlier charges of 
breaking departmental rules. 


Plays 


Hatful of Rain closed after 351 
performances...Sixth Finger on a 
Five Finger Glove folded after 2 per- 
formances....A Palm Tree in a Rose 
Garden with Miraim Hopkins due in 
Jan...My Royal Past musical based 
on Cecil Beaton's novel to be present- 
ed Feb 21 by Gant Gaither... The Happ- 
iest Millionaire still unable to get 
a NY house have added another week 
in Toronto to its out of town run... 
The Europeans adaption of a Henry 
James novel will star Tallulah Bank- 
head and will be presented in Jan. 


Players 


Dina Doronne will succeed Susan 
Strasberg, Diary of Anne Frank, Nov 5 
Margalo Gillmore will succeed Dennie 
Moore in same show Nov 3... Producers 
Howard Erskine and Joseph Hayes are 
restaging Happiest Millionaire, after 
director Guthrie McClintic resigned... 
George Wallace replaced John Raitt, 
Pajama Game, latter to make film of 
musical hit... Diana Rivers replaced 
Meg Wylie in Matchmaker... Larry 
Gates joins Build With One Hand... 
Blanche Yurka added to Diary of A 
Scoundrel...Norah Howard and Peter 
Pagan in Child of Fortune... Gig 
Young to be featured in Teahouse of 
August Moon. ..Hassard Short, produc- 
er, died at age 79,in Nice, France. of 
heart attack. 


College Drama 


Great God Brown presented Oct 17-21 
by Columbia Players at Minor Latham 
Theatre...Henry IV, Part I to be pre- 
sented by Players, Inc at Brooklyn Col- 
lege Oct 23 at 3 and 815 PM ... Theatre 
Arts Building at Denison University, 
Granville, Ohio, costing $350,000 dedicated. 


Summer Playhouses 
Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, 


Penn, closed after 23 week-season 
which opened May 5 with Solid Gold 


Cadillac, 


Other Broadways 


12 week stock season planned for 
Palace Theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind by Doug- 
las Conway to open Nov 5. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Me and Juliet, Allegro and Pipe Dream 
to be presented in films by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein and Magna Theatres... Andy 
Griffith will star in film No Time for 
Sergeants by Warner Brothers...Hot 
Mikado to be filmed by Mike Todd. 


Theatre TV Notes 

Made in Heaven 1946 play to be pre- 
sented on CBS Playhouse 90 starring 
Imogene Coca in Dec. 


Vaudeville Notes 


Giselle and Francois Szony replace 
Nora Kovach and Istvan Rabovsky in 
Judy Garland show at Palace. 


Theatre Record Notes 
RCA Victor recorded Phoenix pro- 
duction of St. Joan, Columbia Records 


issued Waiting for Godot...Columbia to 


record Bellis Are Ringing. 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


Directors Invitational Series of 
Equity Library Theatre will start Dec 
12 with Tamara Geva's staging of Lys- 
istrata... Paul Lammers to direct _ 
sketches of Shoestring '57... Joseph 
Elic returned to his role of Walter 
Dreary in Three Penny Opera. 


Doctor Schlemiel a comedy by 
Harry C Laurie opened at Province- 
town. Laurie is pen-name of Dr.Cahn, 
critic of Jewish Daily Forward, Bob 
Murphy is the director and TSR Thea- 
tre Company is the producer. 


Take a Giant Step revival at Jan 
Hus deserves being around awhile, 
okays Geor, Variety...Arms and Man 
at Downtown fails because director 
couldn't make up mind to play entire 
show for either spoofing or intros- 
pective examination. The ensemble 
also lacks unity of style and fails to 
keep the mood consistent from scene 
to scene, Variety mugg panned. 


I Am A Camera at Actors Play- 
house was recommended by Calta, 
Times, and Herridge, Post, as a 
worthwhile revival, while Donnelly, 
World Telegram & Sun, vetoed it. 
Tasteful revival presenting Sally 
Kemp achieving some good results, 
summed up Times man. Production 
may bring same stardom to Kemp as 
role did for Julie Harris, predicts 
Post drama editor. Dissenter Donn- 
elly panned it as mere summer stock 
in October. 


THEATRE 
COMMENTS 


Androcles and the Lion with Bert 
Lahr on ABC Omnibus was approved 
by Gross, News, as delightful, and 
panned by Shanley, Times,as disappoint- 
ing...''American Musical Comedy" seg- 
ment on previous Omnibus with Leonard 
Bernstein was cheered by Gros, Variety, 
as intriguing lecture. 


The Letter by Somerset Maugham 
starring Siobhan McKenna on NBC Pro- 
ducers Showcase was praised by Gould, 
Times. mostly for the wise production 
by William Wyler. McKenna in several 
scenes was slightly too histrionic, critic 
noted. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 
"Ethel Merman-A Musical Auto- 
biography" (Decca) includes the best 
of the famed singer comments Wilson, 
Times. Merman voice and Merman pro- 


jection hold to a consistent level through 
the years. 


THEATRE 


OUT OF TOWN 


Tryouts this week include------ 
Long Days Journey Into Night, Best 
Hous e in Naples, Lil Abner, Major 
Barbara, Separate Tables in Boston... 
Bells are Ringing in New Haven... 
Sleeping Prince, Very Special Baby 
in Philadelphia. 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


OWEN DAVIS OBIT...Owen Davis, Pulitzer Prize dramatist, who died at age 82 after a 
long illness, wrote many potboilers, but also wrote such artistically serious and 
admirable plays as his prize-winner Icebound and Ethan Frome,recalls Chapman, 
News, As George Gobel might predict, critic noted, you won't hardly get playwrights 
like that no more, As to the exact number of plays written, Davis would reply more 
than some people think and less than other people think. Herald Tribune obit estimat- 
ed Davis wrote more than 300, 


COLUMN TIPS...Major Barbara staff worried because director Charles Laughton has 
been appearing with a new ailment daily, hears Kilgallen....If Nude With Violin is 
hit in London, Noel Coward will play in it New York, reports Walker. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Amazing how tender one grows toward the more pitiful Broadway 
mishaps after memory of their horros has dimmed, notes Watts, Post, in recalling 
that the duck and Pat Harrington came out of Harbor Lights with their reputation in- 
tact. .. Perhaps theatre owners who allow sure-turkeys to enter should be taught to 
‘read, advises Chapman, News... Playwrights have failed in bringing Sholem Aleichem 
stories successfully to the stage because they have failed to catch the spirit of the 
man, notes Coleman, News. He could be intensely dramatic in the hands of a knowing 
and sympathetic craftsman. 


DRAMA MAIL-BOX,.. Tickets put aside for theatre club operations resented by Times 
reader as the intrusion of more middlemen who boost the priceof tickets while per- 
forming no essential function... Off-Broadway has over-extended itself this season 
to the point where it may die of malnutrition, warns a C.D, subscriber. 


"PATRICK" VIEWS...For all its obvious mechanics Loud Red Patrick frequently captures 
a warm-hearted humor that is immensely engaging and it is well acted in every role, 
Watts, Post, notes in week-end article. What possesses distinguished actors like 
Arthur Kennedy and David Wayne to work with enthusiasm on plays that could never 
have distinction, even if they were well done, asks Atkinson, Times. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Old Vic is not fully supported financially by the government, 
Michael Benthall explained to Herridge, Post. The box- office must supply 70% of 
the revenue, as the British Arts Council gives only $28,000 per year. British Equity 
minimum is $22 and the stars get only $120...The only satisfaction a producer has, 
outside of collecting the money, is to stand in the theatre where one of his shows is 
playing and hear the audience laugh, Richard Krakeur, Loud Red Patrick, told Peper, 
World Telegram & Sun, 


" PROS & CONS BY T.MK " 


The Reluctant Debutante presents 
to NY stage the delightful talents of Wil- 
frid Hyde White as one of the finest 
parlor room comics-British style-seen 
in years, Otherwise the English comedy 
is merely literate and routine. If US 
audiences accept two or three sugar-* 
coated English comedies perhaps some 
brave producer will import a British 
play with a little more meat. 


Sixth Finger in a Five Finger 
Glove featured some interesting be- 
tween act music and not much more, 


*x * * 


Off Broadway is in a very serious 
spot. It has over expanded it self to 
the point where even its best friends 
could run out of cash and leg-power to 
cover all the productions presented. 


The sad truth this season is that 
at least half the shows presented 
aren't worth seeing by anyone except 
friends and relatives of the cast. 


With but few recent exceptions 
no literate, experimental theatre has 
been presented since ANTA Experimen- 
tal Theatre program ten or more years 
ago. 


Foggy avant-garde and non royalty 
classics, plus an original play now and 
then, make up the Off-Broadway diet. 
Aside from adding credits to actors 
resumes, most Off Broadway serves 
little purpose. 


* * 


The myth that the British Old Vic is 
fully subsidized by the government was 
exploded by Michael Benthall, director of 
company which opens next week in NY, in 
an interview with Post drama editor. The 


answer to the Old Vic's renewed success 


is the full support the British theatre pub- 
lic accords it. This plus the fact that 
they have both used the established stars 
and have been able to build up their own 
newcomers. Thus wise theatre manag- 
ement, not subsidy,is the lesson the 
Old Vic can teach American producers 
and theatre-goers. 


* 


Playwrights might as well get their 
recognition while they are alive. For 
when they die the busy theatre columns 
and even the theatre trade journals have 
little room for them. Owen Davis, the 
most prolific of all playwrights, drew 
only a single column of rememberance 
from Chapman, News. The other critics, 
to this date, have not even mentioned his 
passing. 


* * 


NYC Dept of License operates in 
a theatre world all by itself. Except for 
taking away an Off Broadway license or 
a ticket broker's license , the bureau is 
of little aid to the theatre. It operates 
under the Soviet theory--you can do any 
thing you want until we say no. A cand- 
idate for mayor could garner thousands 
of votes by promising a creative , instead 
of destructive, head for this important 
city department. 


* * * 


London Theatre 


Plays 


Fanny to feature Kevin Scott and Jan- 
et Pavek, NY understudies... Crazy Gang 
will return to Victoria Palace in mid-Dec 
... Lamp at Midnight by American play- 
wright Barrie Stavis will be presented at 
Royal, Bristol Oct 18... Conservative Par- 
ty convention to recommend tax on legit 
theatre on profits instead of admissions, 


Players 


Emlyn Williams doubling between 
Stratford Shakespeare Memorial Theatre 
to do week-end readings of Charles Dick- 
ens in Berlin and Geneva 


Club Theatres 


Unity presented The Exception to 
the Rule by Brecht and The Shoemaker's 
Wife by Lorca Oct 12. 


Comments 


The abolishment of the fatuous and 
hypocritical law of theatre censorship 
urged by News Chronicle editorial. The 
censorship, the paper stated, is an insult 
to dramatists and adult audiences alike. 


Digests of London Reviews 


View From the Bridge at Comedy 
approved by reviewers. Frank, News- 
Chronicle, billed it as a serious, fasci- 
nating and absorbing work magnificent- 
ly acted by an English cast. Times re- 
viewer approved of work except for the 
soliloquizing lawyer. Direction by Pet- 
er Brook was labeled as brilliant, Bus- 
iness at club theatre is reported sell- 
out. 


No Time for Sergeants impressed 
the audience by its mechanical gimmicks 
more than it did Shulman, Standard, who 
found the episodes jerky and noisy. 


Cymbeline at Old Vic is a distinct 
hit thanks to inspired directibn of Mich- 
ael Benthell, comments REL, Stage. 
Confusing play of Bard is aided and spe- 
eded by clever set arrangements. Hurren, 
Whats On, also enjoyed the minor work 
and also praised Benthall highly. 


Interview 


Robert Morley, who will make his 
musical debut in Fanny, is probably the 
wittiest man in the profession, comments 
Stage. He is a man with a way of making 
news, either with his performances, nat- 
ural attraction of limelight, or being pun- 
gently expressive as a compere or in 
private conversation. Trade paper would 
like to see him some day in a great part 
in a great play. 


FOR STAGE STRUCK ONLY 


* Keep fully informed of NYC 
theatre scene the easy way. 


\ * Weekly newsletter digests all 
(a) theatre news, comments, reviews, 
} published in NYC press. Plus 
CD complete business, ticket data, 
* $25 year, $6.50 quarter 
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THEATRE 


Hamlet-Shakespearerights-10/17 
Double in Hearts-Golden 10/16 
The Comedian-Blackfrairs 10/17 


CALENDER nid 


Girks of Summer-Longacre 11/19 
Candide- Beck 11/22 
Build with One Hand- 11/28 


BROADWAY Apple Cart- Plymouth 10/18 Bels are Ringing- Shubert 11/29 
Times Johnny Johnston-Carn Play-10/21 Uncle Willie- 12/3 
——— e Pro- Post, Womens Wear Lil Abner-St. James 10/22 Night of Auk- Playhouse 12/3 
Sea Gull- 4th St- 10/22 Mr. Roberts- C. Center 12/5 , 
——e } ge Sq 6 Pro-Times, Trib, Mir, Post, J. Am. WT&S Richard II-W. Garden 10/23 Happy Hunting-Majestic 12/6 Pao 
ee R 5-4437 Separate Tables-Music Box 10/25 ai 
Major Barbara-Beck 10/30 Everybody Loves Me 12/10 
NO EXIT 211 E 60 5 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, Variety, Women W. ; = 10/31 aw vf i 
T. East $3.30 TE 2-9220 Auntie Mame-Broadhur st 10/ Good Woman of Setzuan- Phoenix 12/11 a 
P : Sleeping Prince-Coronet lI/1 Small War on Murray Hill 1/2 
Sesame 08.8 2nd & 2th . Pro-Times, Trib, News, Mir, Post Diary of Scoundrel-Phoenix 11/4 Protective Custody- 1/7 
oen .85 AL 4-0525 é Son- WT &S, J. Am Misanthrope-T. East 11/5 Visit to Small Planet- Booth 1/9 
Shoestring '57- Barbizon 11/5 Light a Penny Candle- 1/16 
TAKE GIANT STEP 351 E 74 4 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, Women Wear / Suite of 
Jan Hus $3. 45 LY 6-8947 1 Con- J. Am Long Days Journey- Hayes 11/7 Duchess of Malfi-Pheonix 1/22 
Teahouse Aug Moon-C, Center 1l/¥ uare Fellow- 1/? 
3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro-Times, Trib, Post Best Naples-11/8 
De Lys $4.85 WA 4-8782 Happiest Milionaire -1l/? Best of Steinbeck-Playhouse 2/1 
13 Daughters-W. Garden 2/18 
aa VANYA 83 E4 7 NYC daily okayed Child of Fortune- Royale 11/13 Measure for Measure- Phoenix 2/19 
th St- $3 ORS 710 Very Special Baby- 11/14 My Royal Past 2/21 


TV THEATRE 


PROGR AMS 


Once Upon Island-Davenport 11/15 


Hole in Head 2/27 
Ziegfeld Follies -W. Garden 2/28 


Taming of Shrew-Phoenix 3/19 
Tom Sawyer- Phoenix 4/18 
First Gentleman-4/? 


Oct 28- Born Yesterday on NBC Evans with Mary Martin 

Nov 24- High Button Shoes on NBC with Nanette Fabray 

Nov 25- Man and Superman on NBC Evnas with Maurice Evans 
March '57- Romeo and Juliet on NBC with Old Vic 

April '57- Great Sebastians-on NBC with the Lunts. 


New Girl inTown- 5/8 


"C.D. VIEWS CURRENT SHOWS " 


PROS Damn Yankee, Diary Anne Frank, Inherit Wind 
Arms & Man, No Exit, Iceman Cometh, Uncle Ganya 


CONS Fanny, Middle Night, Will Success. 
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